
David: The Making of a Man After God’s Own Heart  
“Grace” 1 Samuel 31:1-6; 2 Samuel 1:1-27 
  
Reflect: 
This is the last teaching on David’s preparation of becoming King. God has been working hard on David’s preparation 
especially on his character. But it’s over now, for in this lesson Saul is dead…the man used by God in preparing David is 
now dead. The next step for David is the throne of Israel and we will come back to David’s kingship after the first of the 
year. We will see a man after God’s heart as King. 
  

Discussion Questions: 
1.   In your own opinion as we have studied David and his preparation. What is one area in our study over the 9 
lessons that you believe was a milestone or cornerstone for David’s preparation? Or which lesson could you look at as 
a milestone for your own heart’s preparation? 

 
2.   We have two versions of Saul’s death in our text. He fell on his sword and died in 1 Sam:31 and in 2 Sam:1, the 
Amalekite killed him. Why? Do you see a contradiction in the bible in having two different stories on Saul’s death? 
Why? Is it possible that both accounts could have happened? If so why? 

 
3.   David’s reaction to Saul’s death could be surprising to many of us. The song he writes in lamentation to Saul and 
Jonathan is full of grace. David looks for the good that was in Saul and let off of his own personal struggles with Saul. 
David elevated the good in Saul and never elevated he own struggles with Saul. Who in your life, can you ignore your 
own personal struggles with, and speak of the good things in their life. It’s a great exercise of grace, and David’s final 
step to the throne by way of his character was him being gracious. Try that tonight! 
 
 


