
David || The Making of a Man After God’s Heart. Part 5 

1 Sam. 18:1-16 

  

Reflect: 

At this point, in the life of David, he is about 10 years away from sitting on the throne of Israel. 
He has already been anointed as the next King, but he is 10 years away from it fruition. Why so 
long before David takes the throne? It’s because God is preparing him to be King. God wants to 
keep Saul around for the next 10 years as a means in preparing David’s character. As David’s 
popularity grows with the people, with the army, with Saul’s son Jonathan. Saul is eaten up with 
jealousy, with paranoia and with fear. Logic might have said, let’s keep David away from Saul, 
he can’t be good for David he is a mad man. But God prepares differently than we might 
especially when it comes to character development. 

  

Discussion Questions: 

1.   Everywhere we look in life we see the need of preparation especially if there is to be 
success. Name some examples of the need of preparation in the natural realm EX. Medical 
field, Sports field etc. At the same time talk about the and examples of a lack of preparation and 
the disaster it could bring to that field, or individuals. 

2.   Name examples of people in the bible who God was preparing their character before He 
could use them. EX. Joseph, Moses, Jacob and Paul were given. Give other examples from the 
bible that God was preparing before he could use them or give to them. Extra Credit; Was 
Samson an example of skipping out on preparation or was he prepared? Discuss. 

3.   Often God will allow a Saul into our lives, and as bad as that might sound, but it’s in order 
the drive the Saul out of our life. It’s a purging that builds character. Has there been Saul’s in 
your life that God was using to purge you of never wanting to be that person? He used them, or 
that circumstance to make you the better person. Talk about your own experiences, be it 
situations or people that God keep around or put you in, to make you the better person. Was it a 
means of making a character adjustment in your life, or not? Discuss 

 


