
1 JOHN 2:1-17…THESE THINGS ARE WRITTEN

Sin not, but if you do you’re covered

REFLECT:
This lesson is pushing us to maturity. We are not to continue to sin, we are challenged to mature 
in our walk with Jesus and sin not. We want to have a testimony that Jesus has changed my 
life. He can set you free from sin. But if we do slip and sin we are ‘covered’. Christian maturity is 
about moving on to the next level of our walk with God. We mature in knowing that satan can’t 
condemn us if we do sin because Jesus defends us. We also mature in our love for one 
another, no matter how another Christian might of hurt you. You can mature past that hurt. And 
we understand there are different stages to maturity, it takes time.

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
In 1st John 2:12-14, John talks about the different levels of maturity in a relationship with Christ 
(children, young men, and Father's). To further aid us in understanding this passage, C.S. Lewis 
compared these levels of maturity in a relationship with Christ to a Christian's relationship with 
church (CHILDREN: new to the church and passionate and excited about it; YOUNG MEN: 
critical of the church, often finding fault with it; FATHERS: Patient with the church, with 
understanding and perspective). If you're being honest with yourself, what level of maturity do 
you see yourself at in your relationship with Christ and in your relationship with the local church? 
Do you have God's Word abiding in you (vs. 14) so that you can continue to grow?

In our lesson Sunday we learned The Lord examines us according to our love for other 
Christians as a measure for our walk with God. Do you have any examples in your life where 
may have hurt or wronged by another believer and just couldn’t seem to forgive them? Why is it 
harder for us to forgive other Christians?

In 1st John 2:12-14, John talks about the different levels of maturity in a relationship with Christ. 
To further aid us in understanding this passage, C.S. Lewis compared these levels of maturity in 
a relationship with Christ to a Christian's relationship with church. If you're judging objectively, 
what level of maturity do you see yourself at? Do you have God's Word abiding in you (vs. 14) 
so that you can continue to grow?

In v.15-16 it speaks of not to love the world. Its not talking about a sunset, or nature, or a 
national park. Its talking about a world system. Its that floating mass of thoughts, opinions, 
impulses, that drive this love. On Sunday an example of ‘Beer commercials’ does that. They 
have the lust of the flesh,…Drinking. The lust of the eyes …beautiful women and men, showing 
bod. And the pride of life…I’m somebody among others. Talk about other TV commercials that 
have the worlds system attached to it to draw us in, in these 3 areas? Flesh, eyes, pride of life


