
The Making of a Man After God’s Heart Part 6 
“The Fear of Man” 1Samuel 21:1-9  22:6-23 

Reflect: 

David, in his life now, is in a place because of God’s favor being upon him. David will learn that his 
decisions in life will be very far reaching. 
Although he is not a shepherd boy in the field he is still a youth in his very early 20’s. David will 
learn he can’t be a maverick in his decisions, they can and will affect others. As David enters into 
leadership as King, he realizes the affects of his lying, though he may have gotten his way, it 
certainly will affect those around him.  David will learn that the decisions he makes will either 
reflect his fear of man or his fear of God. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. David’s lie to the High Priest, Ahimelech, at Nob had far reaching consequences. It cost the 
lives of 85 priests and their families. David wasn’t completely at fault for their deaths, but his 
lie did play a part. His lie stemmed from the fear of man, (Saul) and not trusting God. Has 
there been a time in your life, a family members life, or even a friends life, that a lie stemmed 
from the fear of man and had far reaching consequences? Discuss “lies” in general that may 
have been in your or other’s favor yet ended up negatively for some.  

2.  Doeg the Edomite told Saul some truthful things concerning David and the priest, yet since it 
was out of context this made the information untrue and a lie. *Jesus experienced this at his 
trial, when false witness came forward and said Jesus would tear down the temple and 
rebuild it in 3 days. Jesus did say that, but the context was his body, not the physical 
structural temple. This can make for great discussion on people taking something you said 
out of context, or even you taking something said out of context. Whether it is deliberate or 
mistaken, it happens to all of us. Where else in the bible has this “out of context lie” occurred 
besides with Jesus and our lesson this week.  

3. Saul at this point in our story is a full blown madman. All of his decisions are based on fear, 
paranoia, and jealousy. At the same time he is proclaiming things that are made up in his own 
mind without reason or logic. Logic nor common sense will Saul listen to. In your travels 
through life, what has been your experience with people of this sort? Be it an acquaintance or 
a friend or even a family member (tell your story) 


