
The Making of a Man After God’s Own Heart 
A Nobody, Nobody Notices || 1 Sam 16:1-13 

Reflect: 
We now come to the portion of scripture where David has been anointed as the next 
King of Israel, although it will be years before this comes to fruition. God was in the midst 
of training David and part of David’s training was simply in his life’s lessons. Samuel the 
prophet was instructed by God to go to Bethlehem and to anoint one of the sons of 
Jesse. Samuel knows neither who it will be nor how old he is. But Samuel, a spiritual 
giant in Israel, makes a classic mistake when he judged the sons by appearance. When 
seeing the first son of Jesse, Samuel felt he didn’t need the Lord to speak to him for he 
already knew that this would be the next king of Israel.  He was tall and had a natural 
nobility in looks and how he carried himself. But in v. 7, which is our main verse of the 
text, God rebukes Samuel and reminds him that the Lord does not see as man sees; that 
man looks at the outwardly appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Pastor Kent noted, that he believed God spoke to Samuel in an audible voice, 
referencing back to when Samuel was a child. *Feel free to weigh in on that with your 
opinion. We often hear Christians say “God spoke to me.” Does God speak to you and in 
what way(s) does God personally speak to you? Give an example of a time or times when 
God has spoken to you, and you knew it. Extra: God spoke to David at times concerning 
when he should or should not go to war; what means of communication did God use with 
David? 

2. Man considers the outward appearance of his fellow man as supreme.  What is your 
experience in this on the bases of nationality, stature, wealth, title/position, possessions, 
and or education? Give some examples of when or how this has happened to you or 
someone you may know. Has God spoken to you in this teaching concerning your own 
propensity to judge outwardly? If so please share.  

3. We often think that discrimination is a terrible thing. This is true when it is used in the 
context of making a judgment toward someone simply based on their outward 
appearance. But discriminating is not a bad word, our God discriminates on the basis of 
the heart. We have simplistically made this word one dimensional, thus its bad. We, as 
Christians, must learn to discriminate between good and bad, right and wrong, and truth 
and falsehood. So, in what way/s are we to discriminate (distinguish accurately) those 
heart issues in our own walk with the Lord, or our children’s well-being, or our family?  


