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“The Christian and His Battles” James 1:1-12 
  
Reflect 
James, the half-brother of Jesus, writes only this one letter for the New Testament. James is a 
favorite among so many people in that he possesses certain characteristics that we love most 
about him, which are ‘clarity and practicality’. In this epistle, you will never find yourself saying, 
“what did James mean by that?” James is not politically correct, nor is he concerned with how 
his readers will handle what he will be saying. James is concerned with the ‘how’ of living a life 
that glorifies God. James is not the kind of guy you would find at Starbucks debating intense 
theological issues. Rather, his debate would be about how a life in Christ should make an 
obvious difference in the world. He gets down to the root of how we are to live. 
  
  
 Discussion Questions 
 1. Have you wondered about James growing up in the same home as Jesus? Having Mom or 
Dad saying to him, “Why can’t you be like your brother Jesus? He always shares, he’s polite, 
he doesn’t talk back.” Of course, this is speculation on our part. But how about you? Were you 
the one that your parents or teachers compared to another sibling? Or, were you the one who 
was “perfect,” and others were compared to you? Share your experiences in this area, good or 
bad? 
  
 2. Concerning trials, James said, we are to “count it joy when we fall into various trials.” On 
the surface, this may seem impossible. If the doctor says you have advanced stage-four 
inoperable cancer, how does one count that as joy? Believe it or not, joy is there! There is a 
silver lining in every trial, that is able to produce joy! Are you able to look back on a trial(s) you 
have experienced, or even one that you are going through at this time and find that silver lining 
of joy? Are you able to see it? Are you able to find it? Search for it, for it is there! 
  
 3. In a trial there often is no rhyme or reason as to why we should be experiencing it. Job is in 
the midst of this same situation and logic. His health, his wealth, and his family all suffered. He 
had no support from his wife or his friends, he was all alone in His trial. Yet, his “friends” felt 
comfortable offering him false reasons for why these things were happening. 
  
In your trials, did you ever find yourself believing all the opinions around you as to why these 
things were happening? If so, how did you feel? Or did you stay strong to God, not believing 
other opinions? How did that make you feel? 


