
1 JOHN 2:18-3:9…THESE THINGS ARE WRITTEN 

|| Beware of Jesus Substitutes Part 1 || 

REFLECT: 
These things I have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you. 2:26. The world and 
the enemy have a variety of ways to deceive a believer. There are the Jesus substitutes out there 
in the world, such as the Anti-Christ himself and also the antichrists that are among us today. 
Then there is the “anointing deception”; that deception is that only certain people have an 
anointing from God. Then there is the deception of continuous sin; this deception is this… that it’s 
OK to habitually sin and remain OK with God. John is warning us that there are people out there 
who will try to deceive you! 

  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. John references to us that the Antichrist is coming…who is the last and most dangerous of all 
the false Christ’s; who WILL BE DEFEATED by The Lord Jesus Christ. John also states many 
“antichrists” have come and our amongst us now. He says these false Christs went out from us 
(believers), but they were not of us: v18. For these false Christs to be effective, they would 
definitely have be influential. In todays terms, what platform do you feel these “antichrists” can 
use to gain influence and destroy who Jesus is? Do you think these “antichrists” are at work 
today?…give examples.  

2. 1 John 2:20-21 states that ALL of us are anointed from the Holy One and that we know all 
things because we believe the truth. What does that say about you and your confidence in the 
things of The Lord…no one is special, no one is more anointed and no one is spiritually better 
than another. Yet many times we not only put some Christians on spiritual pedestals, we tend to 
put other Christians in spiritual holes. Some examples I’ve seen; a person that wants someone in 
particular to pray for them because they have “better communication” with God. Or, someone 
who can’t worship, because they feel the worship leader or team is putting on a “show”. Or, 
people who refuse to receive a message from someone who is younger than them. Looking 
back…and be honest; have you ever felt you could not receive something “spiritual” from 
someone that you felt wasn’t worthy or anointed enough? How do you feel now knowing that all 
of us are equal when it comes to our God given anointing? 

3. John tells the Christian there is occasional sin and that we are not without sin. 1John 3:6 states; 
‘whoever abides in Him does not sin’, John is talking about habitual sin. If that is the case, and 
they do continue in sin, then that person has neither seen him or known Him. Basically, that 
person is not a Christian. In some Christian circles people say that a person can lose their 
salvation, John says they never were saved in the first place. Can a person lose their salvation? 
Why or why not. Where does a prodigal fit in to this dilemma?


